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Evaluating coding
Steps to take
NB: For the purpose of this document, the following information is based on using WAVE (http://wave.webaim.org/) by entering a page URL into the WAVE interface:
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1. The evaluated page will display with the WAVE summary and tool panel on the left, and page results (icons and text) on the right.
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2. Use the WAVE Details tab [image: image3.png]


 and review the page results for errors – for example, the red error icon [image: image4.png]


 shows that blinking content is present on the page.


a. Follow the Level A and Level AA checklists to identify any accessibility errors.
NB: You may find it useful to create a separate list of URLs for each error type to help with implementation of a correction.
Testing with WAVE
WAVE does not have specific icons for all the checklist tests; some require manual review with and without the tool.

Evaluating coding
Errors
	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	Error: LONGDESC
	The LONGDESC attribute has been used and/or has an invalid value:
· is empty

· is not a URL or filename

· is a URL or filename with an extension of .jpg, .gif, or .png
	The LONGDESC attribute is now deprecated code and should not be used.
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 Any page that displays this red or green icon fails COD_A13
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	Error: Empty link
	A link contains no text.
	Remove the empty link or provide text within the link that describes the functionality and/or target of that link.
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 Any page that displays this red icon fails COD_A29
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	Error: Page refreshes or redirects
	The page is set to automatically change location or refresh using a <META> tag.
	Remove the <META> refresh and give the user control over time-sensitive content changes.
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 Any page that displays this red icon fails COD_A32
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	Error: Blinking content
	A non-empty <BLINK> element or other text has CSS text-decoration:blink styling.
	Remove the blinking effect <BLINK> element or text-decoration:blink style). Important text can be styled in other ways.
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 Any page that displays this red icon fails COD_A33
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	Error: <MARQUEE>
	A <MARQUEE> element has been used to present scrolling text, which the user cannot stop.
	Remove the <MARQUEE> element. If content must scroll, use an alternative scrolling mechanism that allows the user to pause or stop the animation.
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 Any page that displays this red icon fails COD_A34


Alerts
	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	Alerts:
TABINDEX
	A TABINDEX attribute is present and has a positive value.
	If the natural tab order is already logical, remove the TABINDEX. Otherwise, consider restructuring the page so that TABINDEX is not needed.
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Any page that displays this yellow icon fails COD_A11
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	Alerts:

ACCESSKEY
	An element has an ACCESSKEY attribute.
	Remove the ACCESSKEY or be aware that the ACCESSKEY may conflict with user shortcut keys.
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Any page that displays this yellow icon fails COD_A12
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	Alerts: Java APPLET
	A Java APPLET is present.
	Replace the Java content with a more accessible format.

	
	[image: image21.png]


Any page that displays this yellow icon fails COD_A15
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	Alerts:

Plugin
	An <OBJECT> or <EMBED> element is present (not identified as Flash, Quicktime, RealPlayer, or Windows Media Player).
	Provide an HTML alternative or ensure the plugin content is accessible. Provide a link to download any required software.

	
	Any page that displays this yellow icon must pass COD_A2
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	Alerts: Device dependent event handler
	An event handler is present that may not be accessible to both mouse and keyboard users.
	Use a device independent event handler (which responds to both keyboard and mouse) or use both a mouse dependent and a keyboard dependent event handler.

	
	Any page that displays this yellow icon must pass COD_A14, COD_A30 and COD_A31


Accessibility Features

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	Features: FIELDSET
	A FIELDSET element is present.
	Ensure that the FIELDSET encloses the proper form elements. FIELDSET s should have an accurate, descriptive, and succinct legend.

	
	Any page that displays this green icon must pass COD_A17


Structural Elements
	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	Structural Element: Inline Frame
	An <IFRAME> element is present.
	Ensure that content within the <IFRAME> is accessible and an accessible alternative has been specified.

	
	Any page that displays this light blue icon must pass COD_A3
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	Structural Element:  Ordered list
	An ordered (numbered) list (<OL>element) is present.
	Ensure that an ordered (numbered) list is appropriate for the context.

	
	Any page that displays this light blue icon must pass COD_A7
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	Structural Element:  Unordered list
	An unordered (bulleted) list (<UL> element) is present.
	Ensure that an unordered (bulleted) list is appropriate for the context.

	
	Any page that displays this light blue icon must pass COD_A7


Checklists
Please note that using WAVE requires that each page must be checked individually.
Automated checking

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	COD_A11
	TABINDEX has not been used?
	
	

	COD_A12
	ACCESSKEY has not been used?
	
	

	COD_A13
	LONGDESC has not been used?
	
	

	COD_A15
	The APPLET element has not been used to embed objects
	
	

	COD_A29
	Do HREF elements contain content (i.e. not empty)?
	
	

	COD_A32
	A timed redirect has not been used?
	
	

	COD_A33
	The BLINK element has not been used?
	
	

	COD_A34
	The MARQUEE element has not been used?
	
	


Manual checking (with the tool)

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	COD_A2
	Does the EMBED element have a text alternative?
	
	

	COD_A3
	Does the IFRAME element have an accessible alternative?
	
	

	COD_A14
	ONKEYPRESS has not been used?
	
	

	COD_A17
	Has the FIELDSET element been used correctly?
	
	

	COD_A30
	JavaScript ONCLICK links have not been used?
	
	

	COD_A31
	JavaScript ONKEYPRESS links have not been used?
	
	


Manual review of the site
	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	COD_A1
	Do emoticons, ASCII art or leetspeak have an accessible alternative?
	
	

	COD_A4
	Has MathML been used for equations (i.e. not images)?
	
	

	COD_A5
	Have short quotations been marked up with the Q element?
	
	

	COD_A6
	Have blocks or sections of text quoted from other sources been marked up with the BLOCKQUOTE element?
	
	

	COD_A7
	Have lists have been coded properly with UL, OL and LI elements?
	
	

	COD_A8
	Do all pages specify a DOCTYPE?
	
	

	COD_A9
	Is the DOCTYPE correct?
	
	

	COD_A10
	Deprecated features (elements and/or attributes) have not been used?
	
	

	COD_A16i
	Is the HTML valid (i.e. tags are closed properly)?
	
	

	COD_A16ii
	Is the HTML valid (i.e. XHTML tags are self-closing)?
	
	

	COD_A16iii
	Is the HTML valid (i.e. tags are closed in the order they are opened)?
	
	

	COD_A16iv
	Is the HTML valid (i.e. block level elements are not nested inside inline elements)?
	
	

	COD_A16v
	Is the HTML valid (i.e. compulsory tags are not omitted)?
	
	

	COD_A16vi
	Is the HTML valid (i.e. character entities are coded correctly)?
	
	

	COD_A18
	Has the LABEL element been used correctly?
	
	

	COD_A19
	Has text been indented with style sheets (i.e. not using the BLOCKQUOTE element)?
	
	

	COD_A20
	Do elements contain mandatory attributes?
	
	

	COD_A21
	Have variations in the presentation of text been indicated in the content of the page?
	
	

	COD_A22
	Is all moving or scrolling content keyboard accessible?
	
	

	COD_A23
	Has English or Australian English been coded as the default language?
	
	

	COD_A24
	Is the LANG attribute incorrect on foreign language pages?
	
	

	COD_A25
	Inactive text has not been coded to visibly appear like links (i.e. not underlined)?
	
	

	COD_A26
	Are email links active?
	
	

	COD_A27
	Are website links active?
	
	

	COD_A28
	Have links been used to reference supporting information (i.e. not asterisks and/or superscripts)?
	
	

	COD_A35
	Has the general or red flash threshold has not been violated?
	
	

	COD_A36
	Can all moving or scrolling content be stopped?
	
	

	COD_A37
	Do animated GIFs stop within 5 seconds?
	
	

	COD_A38
	Do all session time outs have a warning?
	
	

	COD_AA1
	Images of text have not been used instead of text (except logos)?
	
	

	COD_AA2
	Is the font type consistent?
	
	

	COD_AA3
	Are all links working (i.e. there are no broken links)?
	
	

	COD_AA4
	Can the text be resized to 200% without loss of content or functionality?
	
	


Resources
WAVE

WAVE
http://wave.webaim.org
WAVE Resources
http://webaim.org/resources/wave 
WAVE Toolbar
http://wave.webaim.org/toolbar 

WAVE Help
http://wave.webaim.org/help 

Further information
AccessibilityOz
Web:

www.accessibilityoz.com.au
Phone:
03 8677 0828
Email: 
enquiries@accessibilityoz.com.au

 HYPERLINK "mailto:" 
Address: 
Level 9, 440 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000
AccessibilityOz
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